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DAYTON, Ohio - Bob Zinck counseled dyLng patients and their families at Hospice of 
Dayton, and Juli Burnell helped families retrain their pets to eliminate bad behavior. Betty 
Youngkin washed lots of laundry, and Pat Palermo nurtured the arts in the Miami Valley. The 
athletic department teamed up to reach out to children in a West Dayton community. 
A total of 160 University of Dayton faculty, staff, students and alumni, working singly 
and in teams, recorded 10,715 hours of volunteer service in a yearlong project designed to honor 
UD's sesquicentennial. Although the goal for each was 150 hours, many exceeded that figure 
and one team racked up 1,100 hours. 
All of the volunteers will be honored at a recognition breakfast where they will receive a 
patch of the University's sesquicentennial logo. The breakfast will be held at 8:30a.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 29, in the Kennedy Union ballroom on campus with visiting speaker Parker 
Palmer giving a short address on service. 
"I'm pleased with the response and very pleased with the variety of things people did," 
said Brother Phil Aaron, S.M., the campus minister who organized the project, which was 
sponsored by the Center for Social Concern. "It's an indication of the fact that people all over 
campus are serving in the community in ways we didn't know about. Once you bring all that 
together, the numbers are impressive." 
Bob Zinck, an assistant director for the University's administrative computing and 
telecommunication services, was the first to reach the 150-hour goal. An ordained Catholic 
deacon for 18 years, he logged enough volunteer hours by January to fulfill his pledge. 
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He spends about 32 hours each month as a volunteer chaplain at Hospice of Dayton and 
also volunteers as a spiritual adviser for St. Vincent DePaul of Dayton and the UD chapter of 
the group. He teaches baptism classes at Incarnation Parish. 
"I provide companionship and spiritual comfort to those who are dying at Hospice, but 
they give me as much as I give them- probably much, much more," said Zinck, who is in his 
sixth year of volunteering at Hospice of Dayton. "My spiritual adviser, Father Tom Axe of Good 
Shepherd in Cincinnati, told me to try it, but I wasn't eager. Kicking and screaming, I went into 
that one. Now I find it extremely rewarding. It's taken away my fear of death and has been a 
wonderful experience. 
"I have come to see how beautiful the death process can be," he said. "I have also seen 
the other extreme and have been challenged to bring comfort and peace to the involved 
families." 
Juli Burnell, a psychologist with the student counseling center on campus, volunteered 
in several different projects, but her work had a theme. She worked on alleviating fear. 
"Part of my training was behavior modification for humans, and the basic principles 
apply to animals as well," said Burnell, who volunteered with Pet Behavior & Training Services. 
She worked with pet owners whose cats or dogs had developed worrisome traits, such as 
nipping at a child or suffering from a fear of storms, and helped train volunteers at the animal 
shelter. 
One particular German Shepherd, who had been with its owner for many years, started 
nipping at the 4-year-old daughter in the house. Burnell worked with the owner, the daughter 
and the dog to put an end to the bad behavior. "The dog stopped seeing the daughter as a 
threat, and the daughter stopped being afraid of the dog. Once people become consistent with 
the behavior they should show to the pet, sometimes problems can be corrected pretty quickly." 
Burnell also taught a mini-course on sexual diversity and volunteered with Soul Force, a 
group built on the principles of Martin Luther King Jr. and Mahatma Gandhi to help religious 
organizations "welcome gay and lesbian individuals in their midst, to be more accepting," she 
said. 
"I appreciated the focus of this project," Burnell said of the sesquicentennial effort. "I 
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was already doing service anyway, and it was nice to have that little extra nudge to increase the 
intentionality of doing it. I was more aware and more thankful for what I'm able to do. It helped 
me realize that I have some gifts and am able to contribute," she said. 
Betty Youngkin, associate professor of English, found value in the small gestures of life. 
She volunteered at the Blowing Rock Assembly Grounds, a United Church of Christ facility in 
Blowing Rock, N.C. It's a camp and conference center with a lodge and cabins. 
"It took me 28 days of hard menial work, mostly with the housekeeping crew," 
Youngkin said of her summer stint. "I did tons of laundry and learned things about making 
beds that I never knew. A bedspread must not touch the floor because that looks tacky. An inch 
or an inch-and-a-half from the floor is best- three inches is too much. And you put the towels 
at the foot of the bed with the folds facing the door so they look neat and tidy." 
Her favorite week was occupied by a visit from 60 mentally handicapped adults from 
group homes in western North Carolina. "They were the most impressive, amazing people I'd 
ever met," she said. "They were so happy to be there in a beautiful mountain setting." 
Although counselors took care of the major needs of the visitors, Youngkin said she 
stayed alert for the small tasks, such as anticipating the problems a lack of physical coordination 
could present. At mealtimes, she wrapped eating utensils in a napkin and handed them out 
individually. 
"It was the people part that was best. It just touched my spiritual core to have the 
opportunity to work with them," Youngkin said. 
Pat Palermo, associate provost for faculty and academic affairs, was the first volunteer to 
sign up for the service project initiative. He used his administrative skills to serve as chair of 
Culture Works and with the YMCA metropolitan board, the Inventing Flight cultural and arts 
committee, the Montgomery County Art and Cultural District joint grant committee and the 
Third and Main advisory committee for the Shuster Center. 
He's long been involved with the arts community. "We have superb artistic companies 
in Dayton, and sometimes we don't fully appreciate how rich our cultural offerings are," he 
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said. "I think we used to define communities irt terms of industry and business infrastructure, 
but more and more, cities are seen as vibrant places and define themselves as satisfying places 
to live and raise a family and enjoy the amenities. 
"It's important to support and strengthen the city's cultural, intellectual and artistic life, 
which is at the heart of the Uiliversity as well," Palermo said. 
Thirty-three members of the UD athletic department, in addition to other activities, 
worked with kids at the Westwood Recreation Center, 611 Leland Ave., and accumulated more 
than 1,100 hours of volunteer service. With student-athletes, they conducted sports camps in the 
summer, paired up for tutoring during the year and will celebrate Dec. 8 by bringing about 100 
children to UD for the Christmas on Campus celebration. 
It's a service connection that's been goittg on for three years. "The Marianist philosophy 
can sound hokey when you first hear it, but it's important to be a whole person, to make an 
impact on the world," said Joe Owens, assistant director of athletics. "Most of our students 
grow up with people like themselves and hang out with the same kind of people on campus. 
It's important to get out and see other folks and get involved in their lives. 
"Everyone who goes to UD is pretty blessed, so it's important to get out and do 
something good for somebody," Owens said. "Talent, ability, time- those are gifts from God. 
You should apologize if you're not doing anything for the community." 
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For media interviews, contact Brother Phil Aaron, S.M., at (937) 229-2575 or via e-mail 
aaron@trinity.udayton.edu, Bob Zinck at (937) 229-3510 or via e-mail at Zinck@udayton.edu, 
Juli Burnell at (937) 229-3141 or via e-mail at Juli.Burnell@notes.udayton.edu, Betty Youngkin 
at (937) 229-3437 or via e-mail at Betty.Youngkin@notes.udayton.edu, Pat Palermo at (937) 229-
2245 or via e-mail at Pat.Palermo@notes.udayton.edu and Joe Owens at (937) 229-2663 or viae-
mail at owens@yar.udayton.edu. 
